Int. Elizabeth's living room-night

pacing back and forth running her fingers through her dark brown,tangled hair.

Elizabeth

There has to be an easy way of doing this.

Kayla

Trust me, there's not. It has to be a clean cut, like taking off a band-aid.

seeing elizabeth distraught adds her thoughts

KAYLA

Look lizzy, I know everything about you. We've been best friends since you shared your pudding with me in elementary school. I know you don't want to do this anymore but I don't want to see you hurt so you need to do this as soon as possible.

ELIZABETH

( weakly smiling)


I don't know what I'd do without you K.

(decisively)


I'm going to do it.


(quickly adding)


But promise me you'll help.

Int. Elizabeth's bedroom- late night

elizabeth picks up the telephone

ELIZABETH

Jason, hi...yeah i'm fine. We need to talk...no not over the phone. I need to go into the city tomorrow; i'll see you at the coffee shop on 5th Avenue at 4 p.m.


(choking back tears)


...yes, i'm ok, really. I'll see you tomorrow.

walks around her bed toward desk and pulls out a letter. Reads it then holds it close to her heart. walks back to bed and lies down to sleep; letter still in hand.

Int. jason's home-study- late night

having drinks with friend

Richard

liz didn't sound too good. Think she knows?

Jason

(looking around for a bottle of whiskey)


No of course not. This is my best kept secret. She couldn't possibly have figured it out. Must be something else.

Richard, shifts uncomfortably in his chair holds out his glass

RICHARD

Something else? Let me think. Oh yes, she must have realized she's too good for you.

Jason

Very funny. She needs me.

Richard

What do you mean?

Jason

Last week we had dinner at her house. I counted seven late notices from collectors. She needs me.


Richard

So she's a gold-digger? You always know how to pick 'em buddy.

Jason

I don't care what she is. You know that. I've proven to her that I truly love her. I pay for dinner, I give her earrings, bracelets, flowers. She has to believe I love her.

RICHARd

ok. ok. So what do you suppose is wrong with her?

Jason

sighs,looks away

Maybe she needs more money.

Int./ext. 5th avenue-cab-moving-day

ELIZABETH

on the phone with Christopher

Hi...are you at work?

Christopher

uhh...no

quickly thinks of a lie

i'm taking a break. Are you at home?

ELIZABETH


I will be in a couple of hours. I'm going into the city right now but we need to talk.

CHRISTOPHER

you didn't like the letter?

ELIZABETH

smiles

How did you know it was about the letter? Am I that obvious?

CHRISTOPHER

chuckles flirtatiously

Our affections toward each other are as obvious as the blazing sun on a summer day.

ELIZABETH

blushes after hearing his laugh

I love you. Did you know that?

CHRISTOPHER

I had no idea. I have to get back to work. My bills aren't going to pay themselves. I'll call you later my sunshine.

ELIZABETH

leans backs on the cab's leather seat

bye-bye

Cab Driver

here's your stop.

Int. bakery- 5th avenue- day

ELIZABETH

orders coffee, takes a seat, waits for Jason

(whispers frantically)

Where is he?

door opens. Jason walks in

Jason

hey liz. Hungry? I'll pay.

ELIZABETH

winces, thinking about money makes her uncomfortable

no, no. I ate before I got here. Can you sit down please? There's something I need to tell you.

Jason

pulls out a long velvet box from his jacket

Don't say a word until you've seen this.

ELIZABETH

realizes it's another gift

Jason! Please don't. You don't need to do this.

Jason

assumes she is shy proceeds to show her his gift

Don't worry baby, it's ok

ELIZABETH

You don't understand. I don't want it.

Jason

ignores her and laughs

You don't know what you want. Besides, you'd never be able to afford stuff like this on your own so take it while you can.

ELIZABETH

shocked

What's that supposed to mean?

JASON


What? All I'm saying is that i'm giving you these gifts  because I want to, so please take them.

ELIZABETH


No Jason. I don't want any of your gifts. In fact, I'm going to return everything you've given me. The earrings, bracelets and rings. I don't want them.

Jason


Are you kidding me?

grows mad

Those gifts cost me a fortune! I can't take them back to the store. They're non-refundable Elizabeth!

ELIZABETH

startled at his anger

I-i-i'm sorry Jason. Can't you sell them? Someone must want them. I never used them.

Jason

sarcastically remarks

I'm surprised you didn't do it yourself.

ELIZABETH

You didn't think I was contemplating that very idea?!

(stands up)

why are you talking to me like this.

JASON

Why are you denying my gifts!? These prove that I love you! You have to believe that!

ELIZABETH

I HAVE to believe it? What if I don't? What if I'm the greatest actress you've ever met.

Jason

So you have secrets?

ELIZABETH

Don't we all Jason? I know you saw my bills. Guess I accidently forgot to hide them.

Jason

so you knew I'd give you expensive things?

ELIZABETH

I was as sure of it as knowing this relationship would never work.

JASON

So what was your plan? Love me then leave me?

ELIZABETH

No. of course not...I never hoped to love you. I needed a way out of my debt. You were perfect for it. I didn't mean to hurt you. I thought I could fall in love with you but I couldn't.

Jason

Richard was right about you. I should have used someone else.

ELIZABETH

confused

Used someone else for what?

JASON

grows nervous

What does it matter. There's no point to it anymore.

ELIZABETH

laughs

it's not like you're still in the closet Jason.

Jason

tenses up

Would that be completely terrible?

ELIZABETH

It hasn't been terrible in a long time Jason. This is New York City not 1740's China.

Jason

We used each other. This isn't right. Lizzie i'm so ashamed

ELIZABETH

I think I was worse. I promise I never sold your gifts for money. I needed money so I figured you were nice enough to help me without knowing. Can I ask you a question?

Jason

You want to know who my partner is?

ELIZABETH

No, I know who it is and I think Richard is great. What I want to know is if you ever planned on telling me the truth...about you

JASON

eventually

There's someone you love isn't there?

ELIZABETH

smiles

His name is Christopher. I met him at work. He gave me a letter...

Jason

When?

ELIZABETH

three weeks ago. That's when I knew I couldn't keep taking your money. I fell in love with him.

JASON

Is he rich too?

ELIZABETH

you see, I always wanted to be rich and not worry about anything. I was willing to sacrifice love for a couple of paid bills.

(pulls out letter)

he doesn't have a lot of money. He pays rent late and rarely has money for a taxi. But after knowing all of that, I know I wouldn't want to spend my life any other way than by loving him.

Jason

reads letter

Why would he confess that? Is there something he's trying to prove?

ELIZABETH

When you act upon a decision that is against something you've been aiming for your entire life, you have to take it seriously

JASON

In your case...

ELIZABETH

I love him regardless of how much money he doesn't have. It doesn't matter with him. He could be the poorest man in the world but as long as he's himself, I'll be there with him.

Jason

If you love him so much, why are you standing here talking to me instead of starting your life with him?

ELIZABETH

Say hi to Richard for me

Int. Christopher's apartment- night

dinner is set

CHRISTOPHER

So he's gay?

ELIZABETH

And madly in love with his business partner.

christopher

So what now?

ELIZABETH

We start our lives together?

CHRISTOPHER

takes elizabeth's hands in his own

Our lives started when I met you Elizabeth. But there is something that now I have to confess to you.

ELIZABETH

Don't tell me you're gay too!?

CHRISTOPHER

laughs

I am very much straight and attracted to you. But...it's about my job.

ELIZABETH

shifts uncomfortably, reminds herself that love is more important that money

Uhh... ok. Tell me. Whatever it is we can work it out right?

CHRISTOPHER

There's nothing to work out.

(licks lips nervously)

When we first met, I wasn't completely honest with you. Just like you and Jason, I have my secrets. But I also have important reasons for them.

ELIZABETH

There's no reason to lie Christopher. I know I lied myself but I'm not proud of it. What could be so important that would make you lie to me?

CHRISTOPHER

Love

ELIZABETH

I'm not sure I understand that.

CHRISTOPHER

You don't really know who I am. For that reason, you were able to love me for me.

(stops)

You lied to Jason because you didn't have money. I'm in no position to judge you...except I lied for the opposite reason.

ELIZABETH

steps back

How much money do you have then?

CHRISTOPHER

I have a trust fund Elizabeth. I have capital stock and an inheritance from grandparents and parents.

ELIZABETH

So your job...

CHRISTOPHER

is just a front. I'm 35 years old. I'm tired of people pretending to love me for my money. I want real love. I had been looking for what we have together.

ELIZABETH

Why me? I'm just an economical burden to you.

CHRISTOPHER


There is no burden with us. I know you don't care about money. You let Jason go for pete's sake. I mean forget about the gay part. You could have stayed with him. But you chose me. YOU chose ME; Someone you thought was poor and couldn't fulfill your expectations. In my book, that's all I ever needed to hear. What I wrote in that letter was true. I love you and I want to spend the rest of my life with you giving you the love you deserve.

ELIZABETH

I don't know Christopher. I do love you but there's no honesty. I never lied to you. Maybe you're not the one for me...

stands up, takes a good look at Christopher then slowly walks away.

end scene.

INt.Kayla's living room- late night

Elizabeth cries- Kayla comforts her

ELIZABETH

Then he told me he's been lying to me all this time!

KAYLA

Oh Liz. Is there anything I can do for you? Want some chocolate?

ELIZABETH

haha. Stop trying to make me feel better. I've never had my heart broken like this before. My life is over.

rolls eyes in compassion

KAYLA

That's hardly possible. Stay here on the couch. I'm gonna go grab us some drinks from the kitchen. When I come back, we will wallow while watching Titanic.

INT. Kayla's kitchen-late night

phone rings

KAYLA

Hello?

CHRISTOPHER

Kayla, it's me, chris. Have you heard from Elizabeth?

whispers

KAYLA

Of course I have. She's my best friend. She's crying me a river in my living room. What the hell did you do to her?

CHRISTOPHER

pleads

It's difficult to explain over the phone. But I need to talk to you. You're the only one she'll listen to now. Please help me.

KAYLA

cold voice

Why should I? You're a nice guy and all but you're also a liar.

CHRISTOPHER

I had to lie. How would I have known she really loved me?

KAYLA

gets annoyed

Uhh. That's what trust is all about you idiot. Listen to me, she may come off as a strong, independent woman, but she's not. On the inside, she's hurting...bad. What you did to her, no matter how small you think it was, broke her.

CHRISTOPHER

I-i-i know that...

raises voice

KAYLA

No you don't Christopher! Your relationship was supposed to be a solid foundation she could depend on. And all along it was based on lies. How would you feel?

CHRISTOPHER

I would probably feel like she is right now. I never meant to hurt her. I love her so much but I needed to know it was real.

(pause)

Tell her something for me will you?

KAYLA

Depends on what it is.

CHRISTOPHER

Tell her that I love her. That I was miserable before she walked into that store. That after meeting her, I knew my life was changed. I need her smile. I need her laughter. I need her more than I've ever needed anyone or anything. I know money doesn't matter to her anymore. If she'll have me, I won't take the inheritance. I will give up everything just so she'll look at me the same way again. Will you tell her that?

KAYLA

How do I know that's real?

CHRISTOPHER

You have to believe in love don't you?

KAYLA

(pause)

Ok, I'll tell her. Good night.

hangs up phone-grabs two (2) glasses and a bottle of wine.

walks back to living room

INT. KAYLA'S living room-LATE NIGHT

Kayla

Hanging in there sweetie?

ELIZABETH

Who the heck is calling at 2 in the morning?

KAYLA

Oh, uhh, some telemarketer from India. Trying to sell me some goggles for mowing the lawn.

ELIZABETH

But you don't mow the lawn.

KAYLA

laughs

Yes, I know. I hung up on him. Didn't want to leave you alone for too long.

ELIZABETH

sniffles

Well i'm still here. And so are my problems.

KAYLA

Listen, don't you think maybe you are exaggerating a little?

ELIZABETH

Me? Exaggerate?

KAYLA

Well, yeah. I mean, yes I know Chris lied to you and you thought he would be the one who would never do that and blah blah blah..l But he did, he apologized and he'll never do it again. Cut the guy a break.

ELIZABETH

Do what now? No, Kayla, you don't understand. Everything he told me was a lie. You don't know how that feels so don't tell ME i'm over-reacting.

KAYLA

You think you're the only woman who has been lied to? Wake up and smell the Merlot Liz, you're not. And don't tell me I don't know how it feels like to be lied to.

ELIZABETH

All i'm saying is that you wouldn't understand what i'm going through.

KAYLA

grows angry

Stop feeling sorry for yourself Elizabeth. Don't forget my fiance cheated on me....with my sister!

Stands up- leaves Elizabeth on couch


Stupid me didn't find out until two weeks before the wedding.

ELIZABETH

But that's different Kay...

KAYLA

raises voice

You're damn right it's different.

It's one thing to lie and another to cheat on someone. LUCKY me I had both! So don't tell me I don't know what that feels like! Don't tell me that being pushed out of love is one of the hardest things imaginable.

voice breaking

knowing that even know he's with you, he's forgotten about you, that he's happy with someone else, or simply that he doesn't care if he makes you happy or not. It feels as though you've hit rock bottom; that the walls ar closing in on you so fast you barely have time to try and stop them; the waves crash down on you so hard you never even had a chance to breath.

crys and yells

Is that how you're feeling?!

ELIZABETH

(taken aback)

Kayla, I didn't know.

KAYLA

No! of course you didn't! You always think the world is out to get YOU!! JUST YOU!! You never think about other people's pain! But I rose above it. I knew I would find someone better than him. I forgave my sister because she's family but I still get sad when I see her. So yes, Elizabeth. I do think you're overreacting. You are such a hypocrit trying to make Chris feel bad after you lied to Jason for months.

ELIZABETH

No that's different.

KAYLA

How is that different? You think you had a good enough reason to do it? Chris is a great guy. Don't be too proud to accept his apology and stay with him.

Elizabeth

gets up

I think it's time for me to leave. Good night.

walks out the door.

END SCENE.

ext. Jason's apartment- Saturda midday

talks on intercom

Elizabeth

Jason, it's me. Can I come up?

JASON

Come on up Lizzie

INt. Jason's Home- kitchen- midday

makes food

Jason

Is everything ok Lizzie? You sound horrible. And you don't exactly look so hot.

ELIZabeth

I need to ask you something. I'm not basing any decision I make on people's opinions but...I just need to know.

Jason

worried look

What's the matter? You're scaring me.

Elizabeth

It has to do with Chris. Turns out he is rich...very rich.

Jason

relaxes and laughs

Well that's great isn't it? You get the best of both worlds. Love and money.

Elizabeth

groans

Please don't make my life a Hannah Montanna song. It's pathetic enough as it is.

JASON

states matter of factly

Well i'm just saying it's what you wanted.

ELIZABETH

He lied to me Jason. He told me he didn't have money and turns out he does. How can I trust him again?

Jason

You're kidding me right?

ELIZABETH

No! he lied to me.

JASON

Yeah, and you lied to me. I don't see what the big deal is. So he lied to you about how much money he actually makes. At least he didn't lie to you about why you're with him. Have you already forgotten our lies?

Elizabeth

Well don't you think there are some lies that are justified?

Jason

Yes of course. Hate to break it to ya sweetie but your lies weren't one of those. His fib was.

ELIZABETH

slams hand on counter

Why is everyone taking his side?

Jason

Because he's not the monster you're making him out to be Liz. You're not thinking straight. He hurt you, or so you say, and you have a skewed perception of him now. Kayla and myself, although we don't know him as well as you do, can see that he loves you and is fighting for you.

Elizabeth

How do you know that?

Jason

He called me this morning. Kayla gave him my number and I think he knew you'd be coming here today. He wanted me to help him out. He told me everything...

(pause)

And he's here right now.

Chris steps out of study

Elizabeth is startled

CHRISTOPHER

Please don't leave!

Jason

You guys need some time alone. I'm meeting Richard for lunch. Please work through this. And Elizabeth, believe in love.

Elizabeth

sadly says

What do you want Christopher?

CHRISTOPHER

I came here asking Jason for help. He knows you. I also asked Kayla, the woman who knows everything about you  to tell you something last night. Did she?

Elizabeth

laughs

Oh, you're the Indian telemarketer?

CHRISTOPHER



walks closer to Elizabeth

I'll be whatever you want me to be. I just want to be with you. I'm sorry I lied. It wasn't my intention for you to take it so hard. But you have to understand.

ELIZABETH

rubs hands together

Let me say something first. Please. I was mad. I was hurt and I was done with you.

CHRISTOPHER

No, please liz...

Elizabeth

interrupts

Let me finish. I need to get this out.

(pause)

I thought everyone was against me. I thought everyone liked you better than they liked me. I was mad that you lied to me. But I realized what I was actually upset about. Your lie was for a reason. Mine wasn't. I couldn't begin to accept that I was a horrible person. I tried justifying my lie but it didn't work. You aren't the bad person; I am and I'm sorry for making you feel like this.

CHRISTOPHER

You aren't a horrible person Elizabeth. I never judged you because of that and I don't plan on starting today. You were honest with me and that's all I care about for now. I want to prove that I will never lie to you again. I am not taking any inheritance. I'll be an average joe, like the one you met several months ago.

Elizabeth

I can't make you do that. I probably wouldn't feel the same way about you and in the future you'd probably hold it against me.

CHRISTOPHER

I wouldn't

Elizabeth

You say that now. Wait until you see people enjoying the things you used to have. The carefree life will never be yours again.

CHRISTOPHER

But I'd have you. Something they will, hopefully, never have.

takes Elizabeth's hands in his own

I want you. I want all of you for the rest of my life. I want to make a family and a home with you by my side. Like you, i'm willing to give up everything i've known just so you will be with me. Please say you love me.

Elizabeth

steps closer to Christopher

Oh Christopher. I could never stop loving you. Last night, while I was with Kayla, I tried telling myself all these horrible things about you to make me stop loving you. But every time I did that, I somehow found a way to make you even better.

CHRISTOPHER

Well let's try and make our relationship even better. Let's start fresh! Here and now. No lies, no pain, no looking back. What do you say?

Elizabeth

I say...Hello, I'm Elizabeth. I'm broke, have unpaid bills but I'm a hard-worker.

CHRISTOPHER

smiles

Hi, I'm Christopher. My family is very rich. I live in a penthouse on 5th avenue and I would love for you to be the future Elizabeth Wales.

pulls out a box with a ring.

Will you marry me Elizabeth Baker?

Elizabeth

gasps

Yes! Yes of course I will! I love you so much!

Christopher

I love you too.

Elizabeth

takes a deep breath

There's something else I need to tell you though.

CHRISTOPHER

OK

Elizabeth

smiles

I'm pregnant.

END SCENE.
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